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TLBC

Jerusalem the Golden
Acts 21:17-26

Introduction: About AD 58-59
I. Greeting the Elders – 21:17-19
A. Reception by the Elders – 21:17
“And when we had come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.”
B. Introductions – 21:18
“On the following day Paul went in with us to ﻿﻿James, and all the elders were present.”
1. Gentiles to the Jews 

a. From Philippi

Luke – My close friend and physician. {Not named in Acts}

Titus – Luke’s brother? (This fact not mentioned in Acts.)
b. From Macedonia

Sopater – from Berea

Aristarchus – From Thessalonica
He is a Jew – Col. 4:10

He was seized in the riot at Ephesus.


Later,
He was on the ship with Paul to Rome. 27:2
He was Paul’s fellow-prisoner in Rome –Phile. 23

Secundus – Thessalonica
c. From Galatia
Gaius – from Derbe (there were other Gaiuses – Corinth-Eph.)
Timothy – from Lystra
d. From Asia

Tychicus – Ephesus - later - with Paul at Rome and carried both Ephesians (6:21) and Colossians 4:7
Trophimus – Ephesus – later- Paul left him sick at Miletus – II Tim. 4:20
2. Jews to the Gentiles:
James-the half-brother of our Lord -- He was not an apostle. (James the son of Zebedee and James the son of Alphaeus were) Matt 10.
The name James will bring a hush over the Gentiles. The brother of Jesus!! He had also written his epistle by then. It was the earliest of all the epistles (AD 45).
His nickname was “camel knees”- He had calluses on his knees from praying.

There were thousands of believers and probably as many as 70 elders. They acted as a kind of church Sanhedrin. The elders were all present. There were probably no Apostles there. We know that Peter and John were doing missionary work, Peter in Babylon and John in Asia. James was dead. 

C. Report – 21:19

“When he had greeted them, ﻿﻿he told in detail those things which God had done among the Gentiles ﻿﻿through his ministry.”
He told in detail – “καθʼ ἓν ἕκαστον” literally – one after another in detail.

The places, people and experiences – He started with Salamis and went through the entire three journeys - right up to the present moment.
Cyprus

Salamis – preached the Word in the Synagogues of the Jews – John Mark.
Paphos – Elymas the sorcerer – struck blind.
Sergius Paulus – the proconsul believed.

Galatia
Perga- port city of Galatia
Antioch – Pisidia Preached in synagogue-many believed-others drove us out.
Iconium –Synagogue-many believed-unbel; Stirred people-signs and wonders. Tried to abuse and stone us. We fled to Lystra.


Lystra- crippled man healed – they tried to worship us. We refused. OK we will stone you. They stoned me. But I got up went to Derbe.
Derbe – preached the gospel. Then to the other cites to appointed elders. {I was at the Jerusalem council which decided Jews did not have to be circumcised.}
Macedonia
 Troas – Vision - Come over to Macedonia and help us, got Luke.
Philippi – cast out demon – in jail – jailor saved-left Luke there.
Thessalonica – Stayed 3 weeks - in Syn. Many believed, but had trouble with city leaders. Let us go. We went to Berea.
Berea – Searched the Scriptures daily.
Greece (Achaia)
Athens – I was alone. Preached to the philosophers
Corinth- worked and preached in Synagogue. Then was able to teach full-time. The Jews attempted to have us tried before Gallio, but he would not even hear the case.
Asia

Ephesus –Taught in the Syn. Returned to Jer. Came back. A riot instigated by the Jews. I met some disciple of John Bap. They hadn’t heard that the H.S. had been given. I laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. I taught in school of Tyranus.

Troas (again) - Passed through without preaching. Returned to Troas and preached. A young man fell from a window and was killed. Through my prayer God brought him back to life.
Miletus - I met with the Ephesian elders and then headed back to Jerusalem.
Phoenicia
Tyre – new friends
Judea -- Caesarea-Philip- Samaria – Ethiopian Eunuch -- He now has 4 daughters. 
D. Reaction to Paul’s Report – 21:20a

1. Adulation over Paul’s Report – 21:20a
“And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord.”
Who would not glorify God after that report? These Jews had seen miracles by the hands of the other apostles – Peter, John and others. But they had been with Jesus.
2. Apprehension over Paul’s Reputation – 21:20b - 21
“And they said to him,
a. The Passion of the Jewish Believers – 21:20b
 “You see, brother, how many myriads of Jews there are who have believed, and they are all ﻿﻿zealous for the law;”
At first we are we are shocked at that statement, but these were Jews, they lived in Jerusalem in sight of the temple. Judaism was still going strong – they didn’t miss a beat. They sewed up the veil and it was business as usual. They may have expected the millennium any day now. But God’s Judgment was coming upon the nation because the leaders of the nation, speaking for the nation, had rejected God’s Son and had crucified Him. That is why the writer to the Hebrews writing to these same people wrote:
﻿“Therefore Jesus also, that He might ﻿﻿sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate. Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing ﻿﻿His reproach. For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. Therefore by Him let us continually offer ﻿﻿the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, ﻿﻿the fruit of our lips, ﻿﻿giving thanks to His name. ﻿﻿But do not forget to do good and to share, for ﻿﻿with such sacrifices God is well pleased.” (13:12-16)
b. The Phony Reports about Paul – 21:21
“but they have been informed about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children nor to walk according to the customs.”
Paul had not taught these things to the Jews. Some of them stayed in the synagogue while most came out or were thrown out.
Paul’s aim was to keep the Jews from making the Gentiles second-class group in the church as they had been in the synagogues. So, freedom from the Law was an important part of his message.

II. The Request of the Elders – 21:23-24
A. The Ready-made Opportunity – 21:23
“Therefore do what we tell you: We have four men who have taken a vow.”
We just happen to have four men you can help. As Calvin would say, “What a coincidence!”
This was apparently a Nazirite vow – 

· Let his hair grow long
· Touch no dead body
· Eat or drink nothing from the vine.
Apparently they had broken their vow and had to be cleansed within 7 days.

B. The Reasonable Appeal – 21:24
“Take them and be purified with them, and pay their expenses so that” -- [the sacrifices were expensive and they were too poor to pay them.] they may ﻿﻿shave their heads, (then it was burned at the altar.) and that all may know that those things of which they were informed concerning you are nothing, but that you yourself also walk orderly and keep the law. If he accomplished that it would be worth it.
III. The Exception to the Request – 21:25
“But concerning the Gentiles who believe, ﻿﻿we have written and decided ﻿﻿that they should observe no such thing, except that they should: keep themselves from: things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and from ﻿﻿sexual immorality.” 
These words are from a letter that James (the leading elder of the church in Jerusalem) wrote in AD 49 (Acts 15:29)
IV. Paul’s Response to the Request – 21:26

A. He Purified Himself with Them – 21:26a
“Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with them,”
Paul was a rabbi. It would be a privilege to have him as a sponsor. Of course he would have to be purified to go into the temple with them.
B. He Announced the Expiration of the Vow – 21:26b
“entered the temple ﻿﻿to announce the ﻿﻿expiration of the days of purification”
C. He Made Arrangements for the Sacrifice – 21:26c
“at which time an offering should be made for each one of them.”
The “of them” did not include Paul. In any case it was not a sin offering or Paul would not have had any part in it.

Question: Was Paul right or wrong?
(1) Paul himself had previously taken a Nazirite vow (Acts 18:18).

 (2) Later he unashamedly referred to this incident before Felix (24:17-18). 

(3) This action on Paul’s part only confirmed one of the principles of his ministry which was to become like a Jew to win the Jews, and to become like one under the Law to win those under the Law (1 Cor. 9:19-23). 
“For though I am ﻿﻿free from all men, ﻿﻿I have made myself a servant to all, ﻿﻿that I might win the more; and ﻿﻿to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the ﻿﻿law, that I might win those who are under the law; ﻿﻿﻿to ﻿﻿those who are without law, as without law (not being without ﻿﻿law toward God, but under ﻿﻿law toward Christ) that I might win those who are without law; ﻿﻿﻿to the weak I became ﻿﻿as weak, that I might win the weak. ﻿﻿I have become all things to all men, ﻿﻿that I might by all means save some. ﻿Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may be partaker of it with you.”
(4) One of Paul’s goals for the Jerusalem trip, along with relief of the poor, was the unifying of Jews and Gentiles. 

(5) Paul was not denying the finished work of Christ by offering animal sacrifices. In fact he did not actually offer them. He was taken a prisoner before he could. But, he was planning to do so.

The epistles Paul had already written by this time (Galatians; 1 and 2 Thessalonians; 1 and 2 Corinthians Romans) to make it clear that such a denial was incomprehensible. 
He may have looked on these sacrifices as memorials. After all, this will be the significance of millennial sacrifices (Ezek. 43:18-46:24; Mal. 1:11; 3:3-4). 
(6) Paul later asserted he did not violate his own conscience (Acts 23:1). 

Paul did it all for the unity of the body of Christ. In I Cor. 8-10 Paul writes to the church about this same subject. The issue there was meat offered to idols. Some believers were flaunting their liberty in Christ.
I will not try to settle that question here and now. However, I want to make some observations:
1. Don’t go to the heathen temple – Don’t have fellowship with demons.
2. In the market buy meat without asking any questions. 
3. At a private dinner- don’t ask about the meat.

But if some say to you, “this meat was offered to idols,” don’t eat, for conscience sake – not yours, but his. Because it matters to him, it ought to matter to you, for my brother’s sake! For Christ’s sake! For the sake of the Church.
Bottom line:
I Corinthians 10:31-33

“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no offence to the Jew, to the Greek, nor to the Church of God, just ﻿﻿as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved.”

